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B’midbar [Numbers] 4:21-7:89

The Nazirite Vow
B’midbar (Numbers) 6
B’midbar (Numbers) 6:1-2
Again YHWH spoke to Moshe, saying,
2
"Speak to the sons of Israel, and say to
them, 'When a man or woman makes a
special vow, the vow of a Nazirite, to
dedicate himself to YHWH’ “

 ַדּ ֵבּר ֶאל ְבּנֵי:ֹשׁה ֵלּאמֹר
ֶ וַיְ ַד ֵבּר יהוה ֶאל מ
אָמ ְר ָתּ ֲא ֵל ֶהם | ִאישׁ אוֹ ִא ָשּׁה ִכּי
ַ יִ ְשׂ ָר ֵאל ְו
:ֶדר נָזִ יר ְל ַה ִזּיר ַליהוָה
ֶ ַפ ִלא ִלנְ דֹּר נ
ְי

One of the keys to understanding the Nazirite vow is the word פלא, which is
translated here as ‘special’.  פלאmeans: “wonderful, special, difficult.” There are five
references in the Torah to a special or difficult vow: Vayyiqra (Leviticus) 22 and 27,
B’midbar (Numbers) 6, and two references in B’midbar (Numbers) 15. The references in
Vayyiqra 22 and B’midbar 15 are concerning the necessary sacrifices for completing the
vow. Vayyiqra 27 outlines the valuation procedure and gives us a clue to the nature of
the Nazirite vow.
Vayyiqra (Leviticus) 27:2
“Speak to the sons of Israel, and say to them, 'When a man makes a difficult vow, he
shall be valued according to your valuation of persons belonging to YHWH.’ “

We see this passage is dealing with someone making a special or difficult vow. When
someone takes a Nazirite vow they are not their own person anymore; they belong to
YHWH. This basically means Nazirites have a higher standard and are more
accountable for their actions than the typical Israelite.

Dietary Restrictions
B’midbar (Numbers) 6:3-4
3 ”

‘he shall abstain from wine and strong
drink; he shall drink no vinegar, whether
made from wine or strong drink, neither
shall he drink any grape juice, nor eat fresh
4
or dried grapes.
All the days of his
separation he shall not eat anything that is
produced by the grape vine, from the seeds
even to the skin.’ “

ְשׁ ָכר י ִַזּיר ח ֶֹמץ יַיִ ן ְוח ֶֹמץ ֵשׁ ָכר לֹא
ֵ ִמיַּיִ ן ו
ָבים לֹא יִ ְשׁ ֶתּה
ִ יִ ְשׁ ֶתּה | ְו ָכל ִמ ְשׁ ַרת ֲענ
 כֹּל ְי ֵמי:ֹאכל
ֵ יב ִשׁים לֹא י
ֵ ָבים ַל ִחים ִו
ִ ַו ֲענ
ֶפן ַהיַּיִ ן
ֶ ֵע ֶשׂה ִמגּ
ָ נִ זְ רוֹ | ִמכֹּל ֲא ֶשׁר י
:ֹאכל
ֵ ֵמ ַח ְר ַצנִּ ים ו ְַעד זָג לֹא י

Verses three and four explain the dietary restrictions of the Nazirite. The Nazirite is not
to have any alcoholic beverage; this includes wine of any sort, beer, and grain alcohol.
Anything made from grapes is also forbidden: raisins, grape juice, and grape seed
extracts to name a few.
Verse three mentions vinegar made from wine or strong drink. Because it does not say
vinegar, but rather, specifies vinegar of wine or strong drink, it makes sense that
vinegar in general is not forbidden. So what does it mean? When an alcoholic drink is
made, over time it will turn into vinegar; this is what is forbidden. How do you tell the
difference? Unless the type of vinegar is specified, you can’t tell the difference.
Typically, apple cider vinegar and a couple of other types of vinegar are not forbidden.

Other Restrictions
B’midbar (Numbers) 6:5
5 ”

'All the days of his vow of separation no
razor shall pass over his head. He shall be holy
until the days are fulfilled for which he
separated himself to YHWH; he shall let the
locks of hair on his head grow long.’ “

ֶדר נִ זְ רוֹ ַתּ ַער לֹא ַי ֲעבֹר ַעל
ֶ ָכּל יְ ֵמי נ
ָמם ֲא ֶשׁר י ִַזּיר
ִ רֹאשׁוֹ | ַעד ְמלֹאת ַהיּ
ַדּל ֶפּ ַרע ְשׂ ַער
ֵ ַליהוָה ָקדֹשׁ יִ ְהיֶה גּ
:רֹאשׁוֹ

Another restriction for the Nazirite is cutting the hair of his head. Because of the
wording, this restriction is for the hair on your head and is not referring to or including
the beard. This is verified by Ezra 9:3, which says he pulled hair out of his head and
beard. If it means both head and beard, it says so.

B’midbar (Numbers) 6:6-12
6”

'All the days of his separation to YHWH he
7
shall not go near to a dead person.
He shall
not make himself unclean for his father or for
his mother, for his brother or for his sister,
when they die, because his separation to
8
Elohim is on his head.
All the days of his
9
separation he is holy to YHWH.
But if a man
dies very suddenly beside him and he defiles
his dedicated head of hair, then he shall shave
his head on the day when he becomes clean; he
10
shall shave it on the seventh day.
Then on
the eighth day he shall bring two turtledoves or
two young pigeons to the priest, to the doorway
11
of the tent of meeting.
And the priest shall
offer one for a sin offering and the other for a
burnt offering, and make atonement for him
concerning his sin because of the dead person.
And that same day he shall consecrate his
12
head,
and shall dedicate to YHWH his days
as a Nazirite, and shall bring a male lamb a year
old for a guilt offering; but the former days shall
be void because his separation was defiled.’ “

ֶפשׁ ֵמת
ֶ ָכּל יְ ֵמי ַה ִזּירוֹ ַליהוָה | ַעל נ
אָחיו
ִ וּל ִאמּוֹ ְל
ְ אָביו
ִ  ְל:לֹא ָיבֹא
וּלאַחֹתוֹ לֹא יִ ַטּ ָמּא ָל ֶהם ְבּמ ָֹתם | ִכּי
ְ
|  כֹּל יְ ֵמי נִ זְ רוֹ:ֵנזֶר ֱאל ָֹהיו ַעל רֹאשׁוֹ
 ְו ִכי יָמוּת ֵמת ָע ָליו:ָקדֹשׁ הוּא ַליהוָה
ְט ֵמּא רֹאשׁ נִ זְ רוֹ | ְו ִג ַלּח
ִ ְבּ ֶפ ַתע ִפּ ְתאֹם ו
יעי
ִ רֹאשׁוֹ ְבּיוֹם ָט ֳה ָרתוֹ ַבּיּוֹם ַה ְשּׁ ִב
ָבא ְשׁ ֵתּי
ִ וּביּוֹם ַה ְשּׁ ִמינִ י י
ַ :ַלּ ֶחנּוּ
ְ יְ ג
ת ִֹרים אוֹ ְשׁנֵי ְבּנֵי יוֹנָה | ֶאל ַהכּ ֵֹהן
 ו ְָע ָשׂה ַהכּ ֵֹהן:מוֹעד
ֵ ֶאל ֶפּ ַתח א ֶֹהל
ֶא ָחד ְל ַח ָטּאת ְו ֶא ָחד ְלע ָֹלה ְו ִכ ֶפּר ָע ָליו
ָפשׁ | ְו ִק ַדּשׁ ֶאת
ֶ ֵמ ֲא ֶשׁר ָח ָטא ַעל ַהנּ
 ְו ִה ִזּיר ַליהוָה ֶאת:רֹאשׁוֹ ַבּיּוֹם ַההוּא
יְ ֵמי נִ זְ רוֹ ְו ֵה ִביא ֶכּ ֶבשׂ ֶבּן ְשׁנָתוֹ
ָמים ָה ִראשֹׁנִ ים יִ ְפּלוּ ִכּי
ִ אָשׁם | ְו ַהיּ
ָ ְל
:ָט ֵמא נִ זְ רוֹ

This Nazirite restriction is the same for priests.
Vayiqra (Leviticus) 21:11
nor shall he approach any dead person, nor defile himself even for his father or his
mother;

This is not saying you can’t go to someone’s funeral; you just can’t help in the
preparations (or be a pallbearer). It’s also not saying you can’t defend yourself.
Shimshon killed plenty of Philistines and Scripture says he was doing what he was
supposed to do.
Shophtim (Judges) 14:4
However, his father and mother did not know that it was of the LORD, for He was
seeking an occasion against the Philistines. Now at that time the Philistines were ruling
over Israel.

Ending the Vow
B’midbar (Numbers) 6:13-21
13 ”

'Now this is the law of the Nazirite when the
days of his separation are fulfilled, he shall
bring the offering to the doorway of the tent of
14
meeting.
And he shall present his offering to
YHWH: one male lamb a year old without defect
for a burnt offering and one ewe-lamb a year
old without defect for a sin offering and one
15
ram without defect for a peace offering,
and
a basket of unleavened cakes of fine flour
mixed with oil and unleavened wafers spread
with oil, along with their grain offering and their
16
Then the priest shall present them
libations.
before YHWH and shall offer his sin offering
17
and his burnt offering.
He shall also offer the
ram for a sacrifice of peace offerings to YHWH,
together with the basket of unleavened cakes;
the priest shall likewise offer its grain offering
18
and its libation.
The Nazirite shall then shave
his dedicated head of hair at the doorway of the
tent of meeting, and take the dedicated hair of
his head and put it on the fire which is under
19
the sacrifice of peace offerings.
And the
priest shall take the ram's shoulder when it has
been boiled, and one unleavened cake out of
the basket, and one unleavened wafer, and
shall put them on the hands of the Nazirite after
20
he has shaved his dedicated hair.
Then the
priest shall wave them for a wave offering
before YHWH. It is holy for the priest, together
with the breast offered by waving and the thigh
offered by lifting up; and afterward the Nazirite
21
may drink wine.’
This is the law of the
Nazirite who vows his offering to YHWH
according to his separation, in addition to what
else he can afford; according to his vow which
he takes, so he shall do according to the law of
his separation."

תּוֹרת ַהנָּזִ יר | ְבּיוֹם ְמלֹאת יְ ֵמי
ַ ְוזֹאת
:מוֹעד
ֵ ָביא אֹתוֹ ֶאל ֶפּ ַתח א ֶֹהל
ִ נִ זְ רוֹ י
ְו ִה ְק ִריב ֶאת ָק ְר ָבּנוֹ ַליהוָה ֶכּ ֶבשׂ ֶבּן
ְכ ְב ָשׂה
ַ ְשׁנָתוֹ ָת ִמים ֶא ָחד ְלע ָֹלה ו
| ימה ְל ַח ָטּאת
ָ ָתהּ ְתּ ִמ
ָ אַחת ַבּת ְשׁנ
ַ
ְסל
ַ  ו:ְואַיִ ל ֶא ָחד ָתּ ִמים ִל ְשׁ ָל ִמים
ַמצּוֹת ס ֶֹלת ַחלֹּת ְבּלוּלֹת ַבּ ֶשּׁ ֶמן
| שׁ ִחים ַבּ ָשּׁ ֶמן
ֻ יקי ַמצּוֹת ְמ
ֵ וּר ִק
ְ
 ְו ִה ְק ִריב ַהכּ ֵֹהן:יהם
ֶ וּמנְ ָח ָתם ְונִ ְס ֵכּ
ִ
ִל ְפנֵי יהוה | ְו ָע ָשׂה ֶאת ַח ָטּאתוֹ ְו ֶאת
ֶבח
ַ ֲשׂה ז
ֶ  ְו ֶאת ָהאַיִ ל ַיע:ע ָֹלתוֹ
| ְשׁ ָל ִמים ַליהוָה ַעל ַסל ַה ַמּצּוֹת
:ְו ָע ָשׂה ַהכּ ֵֹהן ֶאת ִמנְ ָחתוֹ ְו ֶאת נִ ְסכּוֹ
מוֹעד ֶאת
ֵ
ְו ִג ַלּח ַהנָּזִ יר ֶפּ ַתח א ֶֹהל
רֹאשׁ נִ זְ רוֹ | ו ְָל ַקח ֶאת ְשׂ ַער רֹאשׁ נִ זְ רוֹ
ֶבח
ַ ָתן ַעל ָה ֵאשׁ ֲא ֶשׁר ַתּ ַחת ז
ַ ְונ
 ו ְָל ַקח ַהכּ ֵֹהן ֶאת ַה ְזּר ַֹע:ַה ְשּׁ ָל ִמים
אַחת ִמן
ַ ְח ַלּת ַמ ָצּה
ַ ְבּ ֵשׁ ָלה ִמן ָהאַיִ ל ו
ָתן ַעל ַכּ ֵפּי
ַ וּר ִקיק ַמ ָצּה ֶא ָחד | ְונ
ְ ַה ַסּל
 ְו ֵהנִ יף:ַלּחוֹ ֶאת נִ זְ רוֹ
ְ אַחר ִה ְתגּ
ַ ַהנָּזִ יר
נוּפה ִל ְפנֵי יהוה ק ֶֹדשׁ
ָ אוֹתם ַהכּ ֵֹהן ְתּ
ָ
נוּפה ְו ַעל שׁוֹק
ָ הוּא ַלכּ ֵֹהן ַעל ֲחזֵה ַה ְתּ
:אַחר יִ ְשׁ ֶתּה ַהנָּזִ יר יָיִ ן
ַ וּמה | ְו
ָ ַה ְתּר
תּוֹרת ַהנָּזִ יר ֲא ֶשׁר יִ דֹּר ָק ְר ָבּנוֹ
ַ זֹאת
ַליהוָה ַעל נִ זְ רוֹ ִמ ְלּ ַבד ֲא ֶשׁר ַתּ ִשּׂיג יָדוֹ
ֲשׂה ַעל
ֶ | ְכּ ִפי נִ ְדרוֹ ֲא ֶשׁר יִ דֹּר ֵכּן ַיע
:תּוֹרת נִ זְ רוֹ
ַ

This passage shows the process required to end the Nazirite vow. Male and female
yearling sheep, a ram, and unleavened bread are needed for the sacrifices; the
redemption money outlined in Vayiqra 27 is also needed. The valuation is based on the
shekel of the sanctuary, which uses silver. According to today’s silver values, a shekel
is approximately $6.65. The valuation for a male between 20 and 60 years is 50 shekels.

To redeem something dedicated to YHWH you must add a fifth to the valuation, this
makes 55 shekels; in today’s money, this would be about $365.75. Add the values of the
sacrifices and you have over $500.
Understanding the valuation system makes what Sha’ul did in Acts 21 seem more
effective: Sha’ul paid the costs for five people, all males. The total cost in today’s money
would be well over $2500. He definitely wanted people to understand that he still kept
Torah.

The Aharonic Benediction
B’midbar (Numbers) 6:22-27
22

23

Then YHWH spoke to Moshe, saying,
"Speak to Aharon and to his sons, saying,
'Thus you shall bless the sons of Yisrael. You
24
shall say to them:
“YHWH bless you, and
25
keep you;
YHWH make His face shine on
26
you, And be gracious to you;
YHWH lift up
His countenance on you, And give you peace.” '
27
"So they shall invoke My name on the sons of
Yisrael, and I then will bless them."

 ַדּ ֵבּר:ֹשׁה ֵלּאמֹר
ֶ וַיְ ַד ֵבּר יהוה ֶאל מ
אַהרֹן ְו ֶאל ָבּנָיו ֵלאמֹר כֹּה ְת ָברֲכוּ
ֲ ֶאל
 יְ ָב ֶר ְכ ָך:ֶאת ְבּנֵי יִ ְשׂ ָר ֵאל | אָמוֹר ָל ֶהם
יך
ָ ָאר יהוה ָפּנָיו ֵא ֶל
ֵ  י:יהוה ְויִ ְשׁ ְמ ֶר ָך
ָשׂם
ֵ יך ְוי
ָ  יִ ָשּׂא יהוה ָפּנָיו ֵא ֶל:ֶךּ
ָ יחנּ
ֻ ִו
 ְו ָשׂמוּ ֶאת ְשׁ ִמי ַעל ְבּנֵי:ְל ָך ָשׁלוֹם
:ֲכם
ֵ ַאנִ י ֲא ָבר
ֲ יִ ְשׂ ָר ֵאל | ו

This chapter concludes with the Aharonic Benediction, showing us that even though the
Nazirite vow is not required, their standard should be ours. We are YHWH’s people;
we should act like it.
Lemuel ben Emunah
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