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B’midbar [Numbers) 4:21-7:89

The Nazirite Vow
B'midbar (Numbers) 6

B’midbar (Numbers) 6:1-2
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One of the keys to understanding the Nazirite vow is the word ND9, which is

translated here as ‘special’. NY9 means: “wonderful, special, difficult.” There are five
references in the Torah to a special or difficult vow: Vayyiqra (Leviticus) 22 and 27,
B’midbar (Numbers) 6, and two references in B'midbar (Numbers) 15. The references in
Vayyiqra 22 and B'midbar 15 are concerning the necessary sacrifices for completing the
vow. Vayyiqra 27 outlines the valuation procedure and gives us a clue to the nature of
the Nazirite vow.

Vayyiqgra (Leviticus) 27:2
“Speak to the sons of Israel, and say to them, 'When a man makes a difficult vow, he
shall be valued according to your valuation of persons belonging to YHWH.” *

We see this passage is dealing with someone making a special or difficult vow. When
someone takes a Nazirite vow they are not their own person anymore; they belong to
YHWH. This basically means Nazirites have a higher standard and are more
accountable for their actions than the typical Israelite.



Dietary Restrictions

B’midbar (Numbers) 6:3-4
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drink; he shall drink no vinegar, whether
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even to the skin.

Verses three and four explain the dietary restrictions of the Nazirite. The Nazirite is not
to have any alcoholic beverage; this includes wine of any sort, beer, and grain alcohol.
Anything made from grapes is also forbidden: raisins, grape juice, and grape seed
extracts to name a few.

Verse three mentions vinegar made from wine or strong drink. Because it does not say
vinegar, but rather, specifies vinegar of wine or strong drink, it makes sense that
vinegar in general is not forbidden. So what does it mean? When an alcoholic drink is
made, over time it will turn into vinegar; this is what is forbidden. How do you tell the
difference? Unless the type of vinegar is specified, you can’t tell the difference.
Typically, apple cider vinegar and a couple of other types of vinegar are not forbidden.

Other Restrictions

B’midbar (Numbers) 6:5
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Another restriction for the Nazirite is cutting the hair of his head. Because of the
wording, this restriction is for the hair on your head and is not referring to or including
the beard. This is verified by Ezra 9:3, which says he pulled hair out of his head and
beard. If it means both head and beard, it says so.



B’midbar (Numbers) 6:6-12

" Al the days of his separation to YHWH he

shall not go near to a dead person. " He shall
not make himself unclean for his father or for
his mother, for his brother or for his sister,
when they die, because his separation to
Elohim is on his head. 8 All the days of his
separation he is holy to YHWH.  ° But if a man
dies very suddenly beside him and he defiles
his dedicated head of hair, then he shall shave
his head on the day when he becomes clean he
shall shave it on the seventh day. % Then on
the eighth day he shall bring two turtledoves or
two young pigeons to the prlest to the doorway

of the tent of meeting. ! And the priest shall
offer one for a sin offering and  the other for a
burnt offering, and make atonement for him
concerning his sin because of the  dead person.
And that same day he shall consecrate his
head, ' and shall dedicate to YHWH his days
as a Nazirite, and shall bring a male lamb a year
old for a guilt offering; but the former days shall

be void because his separation was defiled.” *
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This Nazirite restriction is the same for priests.

Vayigra (Leviticus) 21:11

nor shall he approach any dead person, nor defile himself even for his father or his

mother;

This is not saying you can’t go to someone’s funeral; you just can’t help in the

preparations (or be a pallbearer).

It's also not saying you can’t defend yourself.

Shimshon killed plenty of Philistines and Scripture says he was doing what he was

supposed to do.

Shophtim (Judges) 14:4

However, his father and mother did not know that it was of the LORD, for He was
seeking an occasion against the Philistines. Now at that time the Philistines were ruling

over Israel.



Ending the Vow

B’midbar (Numbers) 6:13-21

13" '‘Now this is the law of the Nazirite when the

days of his separation are fulfilled, he shall
bring the offenng to the doorway of the tent of
meeting. * And he shall present his offering to
YHWH: one male lamb a year old without defect
for a burnt offering and one ewe-lamb a year
old without defect for a sin offering and one
ram without defect for a peace offering,  *° and
a basket of unleavened cakes of fine flour
mixed with oil and unleavened wafers spread
with oil, aloneg with their grain offering and their
libations. Then the priest shall present them
before YHWH and shaII offer his sin offering
and his burnt offering. " He shall also offer the
ram for a sacrifice of peace offerings to YHWH,
together with the basket of unleavened cakes;
the priest shall likewise offer its grain offering
and its libation. '® The Nazirite shall then shave
his dedicated head of hair at the doorway of the
tent of meeting, and take the dedicated hair of
his head and put it on the fire which is under
the sacrifice of peace offerings. ¥ And the
priest shall take the ram's shoulder = when it has
been boiled, and one unleavened cake out of
the basket, and one unleavened wafer, and
shall put them on the hands of the Nazirite after
he has shaved his dedicated hair. % Then the
priest shall wave them for a wave offering
before YHWH. It is holy for the priest, together
with the breast offered by waving and the thigh
offered by lifting up; and afterward the Nazirite
may drink wine.”  * This is the law of the
Nazirite who vows his offering to YHWH
according to his separation, in addition to what
else he can afford; according to his vow which

he takes, so he shall do according to the law of
his separation."
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This passage shows the process required to end the Nazirite vow.

Male and female

yearling sheep, a ram, and unleavened bread are needed for the sacrifices; the
redemption money outlined in Vayiqra 27 is also needed. The valuation is based on the
shekel of the sanctuary, which uses silver. According to today’s silver values, a shekel
is approximately $6.65. The valuation for a male between 20 and 60 years is 50 shekels.



To redeem something dedicated to YHWH you must add a fifth to the valuation, this
makes 55 shekels; in today’s money, this would be about $365.75. Add the values of the
sacrifices and you have over $500.

Understanding the valuation system makes what Sha’ul did in Acts 21 seem more
effective: Sha’ul paid the costs for five people, all males. The total cost in today’s money
would be well over $2500. He definitely wanted people to understand that he still kept
Torah.

The Aharonic Benediction

B’midbar (Numbers) 6:22-27
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This chapter concludes with the Aharonic Benediction, showing us that even though the
Nazirite vow is not required, their standard should be ours. We are YHWH's people;
we should act like it.

Lemuel ben Emunah
Tuesday, June 16, 2009



